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EMPLOYMENT

Xavier University 2023-present
Assistant Professor of Economics

EDUCATION

University of Pittsburgh 2023
Ph.D., Economics
Dissertation: Essays on Economic Inequality
Committee: Osea Giuntella (Chair), Randall Walsh, Claire Duquennois, Jason Cook (University of
Utah)
University of Pittsburgh 2018
M.A., Economics
Temple University 2017
B.A., Mathematical Economics
Minor, History

RESEARCH FIELDS

Urban Economics, Environmental Economics, Health Economics, Economics of Inequality

PUBLICATIONS

Arnold, S. (2025), Public Transportation Access and Food Insecurity. Journal of Regional Science, 65:
1449-1467. https://doi.org/10.1111/jors.70010

WORKING PAPERS

Arnold, S. Traffic Congestion and Urban Heat. [draft]
Arnold, S. The Evolution of Transit Access to Jobs in American Cities. Under review. [draft]
Arnold, S. Transit Access to Essential Services, 2013-2025: What Moved, the Network or the Destina-
tions? Under review.
Arnold, S. Reproductive Health Choices under Political Uncertainty. Under review. [draft]

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Arnold, S. Waiting in the Heat: Transit Exposure and the Two Margins of Extreme Heat.
Arnold, S. and Dimitrios Diamantaras, Teaching a Literature-Based Elective Course on Economic
Inequality.

CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

2026: Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management Annual Meeting (upcoming); University
of Cincinnati Brownbag Seminar; American Society of Health Economists Annual Meeting
2025: Economics Department Seminar, Miami University
2024: Economics Department Seminar, Temple University
2023: American Society of Health Economists Annual Meeting
2022: Urban Economics Association North American Meeting; American Society of Health Economists

https://sierraharnold.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-8767-0018
https://doi.org/10.1111/jors.70010
https://smh172.github.io/traffic-urban-heat/Traffic-and-Urban-Heat-Draft.pdf
https://smh172.github.io/evolution-transit-access/evolution_transit_access.pdf
https://smh172.github.io/reproductive-choices/eb_note.pdf


Annual Meeting; Canadian Economics Association Annual Meeting; Graduate Student Expo, Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh
2021: Research and Statistics Brownbag Seminar, Federal Reserve Board of Governors; Applied Microe-
conomics Brownbag Seminar, University of Pittsburgh; Labor & Development Economics Brownbag,
University of Pittsburgh
2019: Labor & Development Economics Brownbag, University of Pittsburgh; Challenges for the 2030
Development Agenda Poster Session, University of Pittsburgh
2018: Labor & Development Economics Brownbag, University of Pittsburgh

REFEREEING

Journal of Regional Science

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Instructor, Xavier University
Urban and Regional Economics Fall 2026, Fall 2024
Economics of Inequality Spring 2026, Spring 2024
International Trade and the Business Environment Spring 2026
Introduction to Microeconomics Fall 2026, Fall 2025, Fall 2024, Spring 2024, Fall 2023

Instructor, University of Pittsburgh
Capstone in Economic Inequality Summer 2021
Introduction to Macroeconomics Summer 2020

Grader, University of Pittsburgh
Intermediate Microeconomics Fall 2021, Spring 2020

Teaching Assistant, University of Pittsburgh
Introduction to Microeconomics Fall 2019, Fall 2018
Introduction to Macroeconomics, Prof. David Hewitt Spring 2019

SERVICE

Xavier University
University
Member, Core Curriculum Committee Fall 2025-present
Member, Academic Freedom Taskforce Fall 2024-Spring 2025

College
Member, Emerging Technology Taskforce Fall 2024-present

Department
Academic Advisor Fall 2023-present
Member, Needs-based Scholarship Selection Group Spring 2024-present
Faculty Advisor, Economics Association Fall 2024-Spring 2025

University of Pittsburgh
Representative, Arts and Sciences Graduate Student Organization 2020-2021
Member, Pitt Women in Economics Organization 2018-2023
Graduate Student Mentor, Department of Economics 2018-2020



GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS

Faculty Development Leave, Xavier University (upcoming) 2027
NSF REU Site, Urban Ecosystems Across Scales (faculty mentor) under review
Williams Intellectual Contributions Summer Grant, Xavier University 2026, 2025
Cintas Ethics Mentee, Xavier University 2025
Graduate Dissertation Fellowship, Federal Reserve Board of Governors 2021
Graduate Student Teaching Award, University of Pittsburgh 2021
Andrew Mellon Predoctoral Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh 2020-2021
Arts & Sciences Summer Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh 2019
Slesinger Fellowship, University of Pittsburgh 2017-2018
President’s Scholarship and University Honors, Temple University 2013-2017
Summer Research Scholarships, Temple University 2013-2017

AFFILIATIONS

Population Association of America, American Society of Health Economists, Association for Public
Policy Analysis & Management


